In tha beginning the warld wis whola, and boauty provailed . .
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Feigning himsell Lord Man, he grew evar-more claver. He leamed to
gather and burn fossH luets made by ancient gaolkogical forces.

Praise was sung incassantly to the new god, Growth
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Balioving the self-deception that his kind was soveraign ovar the othars, ha Ha no longer recognired his naighbors in the community of life, instead calling tham *natural rasources.”
taught his children that the Earth had been made for Man's use and profit
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Evary day the Earth became poorer. Bit by bit, it was transformed by Lord Man's numbers and actions. The seas were empbed of fish and filled with garbage.
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Whan the fevarish Earth cried oul, sending furies to communicate her distress, Lord Man ignored her sickness until it could no longer be deniad.



Slowly, the scales bagan to fall from his oyes when he saw faming ravage the and Whan he saw pracious sources of freshwaber disappoar.
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Whan the longing that gnawed on his sparst mada him recall 50 many creatures that had passad into obilivion. Soaing the effocts of his hubris, he began to wondar if his empire was soculo.
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deadly to the rest of lite. The collectiva waight of a bloated
humanity has dire ecological and social consequences.
Evary prassing problem, from poverty and malnutrition to
biodivarsity loss and climate change, is linked to human
numbers and behaviot In aggregate, the prosaic actions
of people—aating, manufacturing, polluting, shopping, war-
ring—hava made our specias the functional equivalent of a
geological force, able to affect aven the global life support
systems and climate in which our species evohed




FEEDING FRENZY

To liva, avary creature must aal Supplying the food noads of T billion poopla
has provan alusiva thus far, daspito dramatic intensification of agricultural pro-
duction in the last cantury. The aggregabe "footprint® of agriculture s massio:
United Mations data suggest that some § billion hectaras (more than 10 mil-
lion squara miles) of Earth's land surface are used for croplands and livestock
grazing. Daspita that huge ama converlod from wild habitat to fead humankind,
naarly a billion paople are hungry and another billion persist lenuously, where
a small shitt in their circumstances would put them at risk of starvation. Across
the globe, traditional village-scale agriculture—typically divarsified and for lo-
cal consumption—is being displaced by industrial monocultures grown for the
axport market. Imigation is depleting aquiters and dewatering rivers. Livestock
production is increasingly dominated by animal factories, concentrated animal
feading operations (CAFOs), which are an ecological and ethical tragedy.
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W are siavos in ihe sense that we depend lor our daily survivsl upon &n sXpand-of-axpine sgro-indusiril = )y

ampite—a creckpal machine — that the specialisls cannot comprohond and (e managoers Cannol manasge. |
Which s, lurthammors, devouring world esources sl o exponential e, — ©odwond Addbey
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Wiy should we tolersie & diet of weak poisons, 8 home in insipid surroundings, a circle of
acqualintances who are not quits our enambss, the noise of molons with just enoogh rellel o prevent
insanity? Who would want to live in 8 workd which is just not quite fetal? —fschel Carson
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Despite the industry's spin, CAFDs [concentrated animal feading operations] are not the only way o raiss livestock | ™ =
and poultry. Thousands ol farmers and ranchers inlegrate crop producton, pasturas, or forages with liveslock and -

poultry to balance nutnients within their operations and minimize off-farm pollution through consarvation practices.

and land Management. . .. Yol thess sustainable producers, who must compaets with factory tarms for manket share, |

receive comparativaly Hittie or no public funding for thelr sound managemant practices. —Adaring Nobke
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! Tha principls of confinamant in so-called animal scienco is derived from tho industrial version of alficiency. The designers
of animal lactorles appear 1o have had in mind the example of concantration camps of prisons, the alm of which is o houss

and fosd the grestest numbers in the smallest space st the least axpenss of monay, labor, and sttention. To subject innocent
croaiures (o such troatmont has long boesn recog nized as heartoss. Animal factorios make an sconomic virtus of eartiossnoss
_ iwward domostic animais, io which we humans owe instead a large debi ol respect and gratitede, —Woendoll Borry
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The bitions of animals that are slaughlened and disassambled aach year throughout the factory . -

tarm system are viewed as litthe more than profitable commodities and production units. . .. a . '_
This mechanistic mindsal about farm animals is sven sncoded in our l@ws. Tha imporamt g =

protections against crusity and mistroatment in our federal Animal Walfare Act apply 1o psts,
axhibition animals, and ressarch animals, but not 1o our farm animaks. —2 000 e Kb wr .\
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Any area of land will support in perpetuity only a limited number of people. An absoluie limit is imposed by
soil and climatic factors in so far as these are bayond human conirol, and a practical limit is sol by the way in
‘Which the land is used. IFihis practical limit of population is sxcesded, without a com pansating changs in the
sysiem of land usage, than a cycle of degenerative changes is sot in motion which must result in deterioration
of dastruction of the land and ultimately in hunger and reduction of the population. —Wikam Aen




Consumearism is not an ahistorical trait of human nature but a specific product of capiadism. —Juber B Schor
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There are soma things in the wond wo can’l change-—gravity, entropy, the spoed of light, and our biclogicsd ’aas 'I.
maturo that requites chean alr, cinan water, cinan soll, clean snergy and bicdiversity for our haalth and wollboeing.
Protecting the tlosphorn should bae our highost pricrity or oless we sichen and dis. Othar things, like capitaiism,

free enterpriss, the sconomy, cuirency, the market, are not forces of nature, Wo invented them. Thoy are not ;_,
immutatste and we con changs them, it makes no sonss 10 olovete sconomics above the biosphare. — Dovad Soreh:
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TRASHING
THE PLANET

An increasingly globalized industnal economy sirips mw matonals from

comar of tha globa, delvars tham where manufacturing or procoss

ks, This ocOnomc ac livily, Criss
roulos, on abundant cheap ane I slep genar
ich is dumipad into the X i prodhti

il treats the Earth as

landfills,

adrift in massive frash gyres at sea
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Put simply, if we do nol editect our axtraction and production systoms and change the way we distribule, consums, and disposa
of our Stufl-what | somatimes call the Eke-maks-wasie model—the economy as it is wifl kKill the planat. —Ann0e L eonnrd

-
w

B

I:_,. ™

= o .
o T e g S



e e ———

ek LML
-
¥ R - |
""H-_ T R —

Since survival is nothing if not biclogical. .. perpetuating economic or political institutions at the sxpense of
biological well-being of man, societies, and ecosystems may be considered maladaptive. —foy Happsport
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The hungry worid cannot b fed until and unless the growth of its resources and the growth | ™%
of its population comas into balance. Each man and woman —and ssch nation - must make
decisions of conscience and podicy n the lnce of this groat problom. —{yndon B Joinson
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Even as & wasto disposal site, the world is finke. —witiam R Cation
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Tha laws of thermodynamics restrict all technologies, man's as wall as natur’s, and apply o all sconomic sysiams whather
capitalist, communist, socialist, or lascisl. We do not create orf destroy (produce of consumsa) smything in a physical senss—
we maraly trensfiomm of reasmange. And the inevitabla cost of arranging greater omder in one part of the system (the human
economy) is creating a mom than offsetting amount of disomer sisewhare (the natural environment). —fioeoman £ Dely
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Water and air, the two essantial fluids on which all life depands, have become giobal garbage cans. —J/acgy
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Human domination over nalur is quite simply an illusion, & passing dream by a nalve spacies.
s an ilision that has cosl us much, onsnaned @S in our own designs, ghven us a low boasts
to make about our courage and genius, bul all the same it is an illuslon. —Donakd Worsier



Humanity's burgooning numbars and solfish bahavion now baing the causo
of the othor spoacios’ axtinction is the cloares! marker that our prasant
courss is both unsustainable and unathical. Evan while 95 parcent of sci
antifically describad spacias have yat 1o be analyzad tor thair consarvation
status, the IUCN (International Union for Consarvation of Matura), which
tracks the status of imperiled species around the globe, lists some 20,000
spacies thal are threatoned with extinction. Givan the relative paucity of
data about various groups of erganisms, the aclual number of species on
the cusp of obivion is certainly far larger, and numeres sciantific Sludies
hiave noted the accelerating trend of biodiversily loss. Humanily's assault
on wildlife isn't new, but 7+ bilion people armed with advanced technol-
ogy—from bottom-scouring trawlers that mine the seas of fish, to endo-
cring-disrupling chemicals that affect wild species’ reproductive success,
to violant poachers decimating slephants for their wory tusks—ane simply
more lathal to wildlife now than at any point in human history.




The massive growth of the human population through the 20th l:.u'mlly has
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" . 4 w1 had more impact on bicdiversity than any other single facior. —5ir Dawid King
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Excopt for giant metecrite strikes or athor such catastrophos, Earth has never axporienced arything
liks the contemporary human juggemaut. We are in 8 bottlenack of overpopulation and wasteful
consimption that could push hall of Earth's spacies io extinction in this contury. —E. (. Wison
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The mountain gorilla faces grave danger of sxtinction, primarily becauss of the encroachments ol
mative man upon iis habitat—and neqglect by civilized man, who does not conscientiously protect
@ven the limiled areas now allotted for the gorilla’s survival. —Dian Fossay
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‘We nead ancther and a wisar and parhaps more mystical concept of animais. . . . They am

not biethren, they are no underings; they are other nations, caught with oursalves in the
% net ol life and time, fellow prisoners of the splendor and travail of the earth. —Henry Beston
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Suraly the fate of human beings is like that of the animals; the same fate awails them
both: As one dias, 5o dies Ihe othser. All have the same breath ... —Bibie, Ecclesastes 110
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binlogical diversity in God's creation; for human beings o degrade the integrity of the sarth by contributing o climate
change, by stripping the earth of its naturail forests or destroying its wetiands; for human beings 1o contaminals the sarth’s
wailers, land and air—all of these are sins. —Ccuememnce! Peirtarch Bartholomews, Heod of the Greek Orthedoes Cherch
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i Tha air pollution and gmunmm; gas amissions that are dumpad info

thie global atmasphere at no cost to the polluters are, in the lexicon of ' - o o : . 1
economics, "externalitios” The reality of course is that we all pay in the ';_::— —_— 1 § ! - | 1 LY
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end through shortened lives, increased health care expenses, and the

quickly rising ecological and social costs of a disrupted climato. A uni-

varsal human experience is to look skyward at the heavens and to feel i |
a sense of wondar. With the very atmospheric chemistry of the planat = = = - ' "

altered by our poluting, fossi fusl-based energy economy, will future ! | ; 1 - - v b F

generations look skyward with hope or with foar? ™ -Tt | - » i CANADA



Wa run headisssly into the abyss after putting something in front of us to stop us from sesing it. —Bame Pascal



CLIMATE CHAOS
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Global chimate changa may ba the purest axprassion of humanity’s toxic offect
on the biosphera. Tha unintended consequance of fossi fuel uSe and habital
destruction (especially of nalural carbon-sequestering forests and grasslands),
chmate change is now observable, is measureable, and portends to got much
worse. Steadiy rising global temperalure and accolerating groenhousa-gas
emissiond should be a clinon call lo action. A few governments have hoard
that call and am serously attempling to bacome carbon-neulbral nations; most
are dithering and some are actively obstrecting collactive chimale solutions
Almost no one in a position of influence forthreghtly makes the common sanse
linkage between overpopulation and climata change, noting the impossibility of
solving the climate crisis without stabilizing, and then beginning to reversa, the
human demographic trajeciony.
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Prophesying catastrophs is incredibly banal. The more original move is 1o
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Tha Arctic situation is snowhalling: dangerous changes in the Arctic dedved from saccumulated ':'1"" s

anthropoganic gresnhouss gases lead to mom activities comnducive 1o further gresnhouss iy -
gas emissions. This situation has The momentum of a runaway train, —Carigs Dusrie ;. "‘:
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